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1. Welcome to the Technology   

Ventures unConference!

It is our pleasure to welcome you to CUTEC's 16th Technology Ventures Conference

and  first  ever  unConference!  This  year's  TVC  explores  key  technologies  and

capabilities  that  will  drive  this  revolution,  in  an  open  'unConference',  with  greater

opportunities  for  all  to  participate  and  share  ideas  in  small  topic-based  breakout

discussion sessions, as well as time for being inspired by keynote speakers. More

than a passive listener, you will actively participate in the suggestion and discussion of

topics,  helping  us  create  the  perfect  event,  so  you  can  make  the  most  of  the

experience!

Automation has already revolutionised the manufacturing and logistics sectors and is

set to revolutionise healthcare, construction, transportation and consumer goods in the

next  few  years. Come  and  explore  the  disruptive  capabilities  these  developing

technologies offer Entrepreneurs and established Businesses at the 16th annual TVC.

a. What is an unConference?

Put simply, an unConference is a participant-led event. The concept came to light after

the  realisation  that  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  traditional  conferences  is  the

networking,  which  usually  happens  in  restricted  timeslots  due  to  the  larger,  more

formal, talks of the agenda. Also, due to the time constraints, sometimes it is difficult to

find the right people to talk to and, when you find them, the conversation might not go

much further than exchanging business cards to meet in a more appropriate setting.

The  structured  agenda  might  not  fit  your  interests  and  the  speakers  are  often

unreachable, making it difficult to discuss the topic in more depth.



Thus,  unConferences  were  created  to  address  those  limitations  and  ensure  that

attendees were getting the best value for their time. In an unConference, there is no

pre-determined agenda aside from one or two plenaries that help set the tone for the

discussion. There are only allocated time-slots that will be filled it suggestions from the

attendees  upon  arrival  on  the  day,  although  there  will  be  space  for  suggestions

beforehand, so people can have an idea of what to expect (see Important to know

before you arrive section). The idea is that everyone has a voice and can suggest a

topic, even if they are not the expert and only want to learn about it. In unConferences,

there is no hierarchy between the 'all-mighty' speaker and the audience, we are all on

the same level and will learn from each other. So be ready to leave your comfort zone

and take the lead on your learning experience!

To make the concept more tangible, here are some helpful links:

Unconference 101 - Norms and Tips

How to prepare for an unConference

The un-Conference:  participant-driven agenda + Mashup networking  =  relationship

building on steroids



b. About CUTEC

CUTEC  was  founded  in  October  2003  by  students  of  Cambridge  University  and

members of the MIT Venture Capital and Private Equity Club to fill the gap of scientific

entrepreneurship in Cambridge. It was initially funded by the Cambridge-MIT Institute

until  2006, and has been fully supported by independent sponsors since then. The

club was established to host the Technology Ventures Conference, now held annually

in June, with the aim of connecting entrepreneurs, academics, investors and business

professionals  in  Cambridge.  It  has  now  evolved  to  include  start-up  showcases

(CUTEC  Start-up  competition)  and  established  companies  (Cambridge  Diamond

Exhibition), who have created successful businesses from emerging technologies.

This  annual  conference has developed into  one of  the  world’s  largest  student-run

entrepreneurial  events, attracting high profile venture capitalists,  entrepreneurs and

angel investors from around the world. It provides unmatched networking for delegates

representing over 200 companies/institutions from 10 different countries.

Since  its  inception  in  2003,  the  club  has  grown  significantly  into  a  company-like

organisation, with students representing more than 25 countries. CUTEC continues to

grow and promote global entrepreneurship and our alumni network enables the club to

reach a diverse network of international professionals.

 

OUR MISSION

The Cambridge University Technology and Enterprise Club's mission is to enhance

the entrepreneurial spirit amongst academics and students. We facilitate interaction

between industry experts and students, thereby providing students with exposure to

the  wider  business and fundraising  communities.  Investors and the industries  that

support  them  in  turn  gain  access  to  the  vibrant  research  and  entrepreneurial

communities at the University of Cambridge.

 

CORE VALUES

CUTEC aspires to strengthen the entrepreneurial eco-system. The purpose of CUTEC

is:

- Connect: to promote networking between students, experienced entrepreneurs,

start-ups, investment partners, advisors and alumni

- Inspire:  to  spread  ideas  about  technology  and  business  to  endeavour

entrepreneurship and creation of value

- Enrich:  to foster an entrepreneurial culture in technology and strengthens the
basics of networking, teamwork and business knowledge



2. Important to know before you arrive

a. Date, Time and Location

The 16th TVC will take place at the Judge Business School, June 25, 2019, starting at

2.00 pm.

Date: June 25, 2019

Time: 2 pm to 6.30 pm / Dinner: 7.00pm

Location: Judge  Business  School  -  University  of  Cambridge,  Trumpington  St,

Cambridge CB2 1A

Dinner: Hilton Cambridge City Center -  20 Downing St, Cambridge CB2 3DT

IMPORTANT NOTE: There is no parking available during the TVC, therefore we 

strongly encourage coming to the event by bike, bus or taxi. There are several bus 

lines that stop near the Judge Business School. If you are coming from the station, 



you can take the Universal Bus that runs roughly every 15 mins from the station 

straight to the event (Fitzwilliam's Museum Stop). For taxi, you can book online 

through Panther Taxi or call them on 01223 715715 or 01223 424424 or 01223 

523523.

b. Dinner

We will have a great closing dinner at the Hilton Cambridge City Center following the

unConference. It will be a three-course meal served over wine after a welcoming glass

of  prosecco.  There  will  be  no  marked  places,  as  we  want  everyone  to  use  the

opportunity to strengthen relationship started during the day.

c. Relevant Links

Here is a summary for you to find all the relevant links of this document in only one

place.

Unconference 101 - Norms and Tips

How to prepare for an unConference

The un-Conference:  participant-driven agenda + Mashup networking  =  relationship

building on steroids

Universal Bus Route 

Universal Bus Timetable

Panther Taxi - book online (Phones: 01223 715715 or 01223 424424 or 01223 

523523)

3. Agenda

Even an "unstructured" event needs some structure and we got you covered! Below

you  can  find  the  agenda  of  the  TVC.  The  opening  and  closing  speakers  will  be

announced in due time.



Time Event

2:00 to 2:30pm Welcome + Opening Speaker

2:30 to 3:15pm Setting the agenda

3:15 to 4:15pm  Participant-led discussions

4:15 to 4:30pm
Coffee Break + Wall of

Offer/Demand

4:30 to 5:30pm Participant-led discussions

5:30 to 6:30 pm Wrap-up and Closing Speaker

7:00 to 9:30pm Dinner @ Hilton

4. Sponsors

CUTEC would not be able to bring this ambitious unConference to life if we did not

have the support of our great sponsors! Thank you for embarking on the exciting path

of fostering entrepreneurship with us!

5. Contact

If you have any doubts or suggestions, please feel free to get in touch with us!

Email: admin@cutec.io

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/cutec.cambridge/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/CUTEC

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/cutec/


